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Welcome, Mary!

SHARED STEWARDSHIP IN NEW MEXICO FOCAL AREAS Focal Areas are where partners plan work in the near term. Focal Areas help Lo focus and make best use of partner investments

< Back to Dashboard Last Updated: 2/23/23, 11:00 PM based on the work that needs to be done on the ground.
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Nutrias - Cebolla - Canjilon Focal Area
Acres - 202,021

Background Information

This focal area encompasses the Rio Nuirias, the Rio Cebolla, and the upper stretches of Canjilon Creelk.

Private land and lands managed by the Carson NF make up most of the FA, along with BLM and State Trust lands. The northwest comner of this FA includes a small portion of
land managed by NM Game and Fish.

This area is primarily used for grazing and is a popular winter habitat for elk and deer. Ongoing resource concems in this focal area include elk depredation, forest conditions,
brush encroachment, adaptation to ongoing severe drought, highly erosive soils and streambank destabilization including channe] incision

There is a long history of watershed improvement projects including large scale brush removal, native grass reseeding, erosion control projects, habitat restoration and river
restoration.

NIFC records identify one fire greater than 50 acres, the 2019 Montoya Springs Fire, occurred that intersected this Focal Area since 2000. However, the 2005 Montoya Fire
threatened the communities of Canjilon and Flacita Garcia and were the catalyst for conducting NEPA and over 12 years of project implementation that has included over 20
activiies funded with multiple sources that have collectively treated over 12,000 acres in the area on federal, state, and private lands.

Source Water Users

Kctive surface water irrigation and acequias in the river valleys. This focal area is within La Asociacion de las Acequias Nortefias del Rio Arriba region
The village of Canjilon has a Mutual Domestic water supply from a spring. The village of Cebolla has a Mutual Domestic water supply from a well.
There are many livestock catchment tanks that supply water to livestock and wildlife.

Water quality

Rio Nutrias (Perennial prt Rio Chama to headwaters) 41.06 miles currently impaired by turbidity and e coli. Rio Cebaolla (Rio Chama to headwaters) 23.46 miles not assessed.
Canjilon Creek (Perennial portions Abiquiu Esrv to headwaters) 37.43 miles currently impaired by turbidity, specific conductance, mutrients, and temperature.

Threats and Opportunities

Beveral communities have been identified at risk of wildfire by the 2017 Rio Arriba CWPP within the focus area and include: the greater portions of Nutrias, Cebolla, and
Canjilon as well as a portion of El Vado.

Alarge portion of this area is rated as moderate or greater regarding threats from severe wildfire, as well as at risk from postfire erosion

The presence of State Trust Lands can facilitate cross-boundary treatments within the focal area where NMED funds can be utilized on the State lands and leveraged for
additional Federal private land treatments.

IJ5F3 has identified the Montoya Canyon-Canjilon Creelk HUC12 watershed as a priority watershed for CFLEP treatments and monitoring.

There is an opportunity to implement a collaborative maintenance initiative to maintain treatments in this area, including the opportunity for collaborative prescribed burning
and managing fire.

Enown Watershed Plans and Projects

Watershed protection treatments will also help advance goals listed as part of the Cebolla/MNutrias Watershed Group, 2-3-2 Cohesive Strateqgy Partmership, 3an Juan Chama
Watershed Partnership, New Mexico Forest Action Flan, Rio Chama CTLEP, Rio Chama Reqgional Water Plan, Rio Grande Water Fund Cohesive Strateqy, Rio Arriba County
CWEFP, Upper Chama Soil and Water Land Use Flan. Some larger ranches have Forest Management Plans.

The Carson NF and Santa Fe NF are both participants with the Northern New Mexico Riparian, Adquatic and Wetland Restoration Project NEPA, whose purpose is to maintain or
enhance watershed and range health by restoring riparian, wetland, and associated upland and aquatic habitats.

Rio Chama CFLEP has plamnmed treatments scheduled for FY24-27: Upper Canjilon Creek Watershed Restoration Project

The Cebolla/Nutrias Watershed Group and livestock associations are very active in planning and implementing conservation projects, including a EPA Section 319 Source
‘Water Protection Grant.

A cross-boundary (IJSFS and private lands) proposal for stream and riparian restoration was developed in Canjilon Creek and submitted to NMED River Stewardship
Program.

The Fic Nutrias Watershed Management Plan and the Cebolla/Nutrias Coordinated Resource Management Plan were both published in 2015.

This has been an active area for forest thinming and management over the last 15 years. Numerous hazardous fuels reduction projects have ocourred including the Canjilon-
Cebolla Wildland Urban Interface, USFS Bano and the NM3LO Mesa de Los Viejos projects.

The Cebolla/Nutrias Watershed Group has been awarded the New Mexdico Forest and Watershed Restoration Act funding for fuhire forest management projects.

National Wildlife Federation has created an operational portfolio of priority riparian conservation opporhmnities in the Upper Rio Grande. This Focal Area contains some of these
areas which NWT lists among the greatest opportunities for conservation and restoration to help build resilience into riparian ecosystems of the Upper Rio Grande. The NWF
also has completed a “Who is doing what where? assessment which is available on their website.

The New Mexico Shared Stewardship Portal provides a shared space for stakeholders to track planned, current, and completed projects that involve natural resources
management.
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